of the patient's spontaneous pain at the time of the injection is an important indication that the injected level is that causing the symptoms.
In this monograph discography is exhaustively discussed and over 1,600 cases analysed. The technique is fully described and an excellent atlas of radiographs provided to show the various types of normal and abnormal discogram. The superiority of the method over various types of myelography is stressed and it is indicated that only by discography can the presence or absence of degeneration, as distinct from protrusion, of an intervertebral disc be conclusively demonstrated.
It is clear that in experienced hands discography is a valuable method of investigating the lumbar intervertebral discs. It may indeed be the only method of demonstrating degeneration in a disc, and in cases in which spinal fusion is under consideration it might therefore be of value. In cases of disc protrusion where diagnosis and the indications for surgery are considered by some to be most soundly based on clinical examination and plain radiography, the indications for discography would seem infrequent.
The book is well produced and illustrated and a worth-while addition to the intervertebral disc literature.
J E A O'CONNELL

Compendium of Emergencies edited by H Gardiner-Hill MD FRCP ppxi+328 55s London: Butterworths 1963
This book attempts the difficult task of providing in one volume a compendium or summary of experts' views on the emergency aspects of most branches of medicine as well as non-operative aspects of some surgical conditions. It is full of authoritative information but in a few places is disappointing. To have put in too many details would have made it more than a compendium, yet without details some statements are unhelpful. What, for example, is a 'specially prepared' solution of sodium bicarbonate? This is more a book to be read and thought about before the emergency occurs than one to turn to at the time. The reader seeking details on cardiac arrest will not find them in the next chapter, as promised on page 72, though the subject is considered under anxsthetic emergencies. The editor has allowed some overlapping and disagreement between contributors but Schafer's and Eve's methods of artificial respiration would be better omitted if, as stated on page 249, chest squeezings are in nearly every case completely ineffectual. References would help the nonspecialist to plan in detail his approach to a given emergency but they are only found in the attractive chapter on urological emergencies by the only overseas contributor, Ian Parton. The chapter on pois;onmig is up, to date but abridgemet>ha sometimes, as in the case of toadstool poiw made a statement. valueless. A disproportionate amount of space goes to dental emergencies. This is a valuable and attractive book which many will want to look at, but at the price of 55s some will hesitate to buy. C ALLAN BIRCH Electroencephalography edited by Denis Hill and Geoffrey Parr 2nd ed pp viii +509. illustrated 90s London: Macdonald 1963 It is thirteen years since the first edition of this standard textbook appeared, and during this time many manuals upon the use of electroencephalography have appeared. Some have been descriptive atlases, some handbooks for the clinician, and some clinical-technical expositions. This present work has been the standard reference in all laboratories because it has been concerned with the scientific basis of electroencephalography as well as with its use in clinical diagnosis and in the management of patients with brain disease. The basic subjects of physics, chemistry, and physiology have been strengthened by the addition of new authors, and the result is virtually a new book. The detailed introduction by Dr Grey Walter dealing with electronics and techniques of recording is particularly lucid and essential to the understanding of the subject, as is the chapter on the physiological basis of electroencephalography by Professor Whitteridge and Dr Walsh. This basic introduction is followed by an account of the development of normal rhythms and the electroencephalogram in childhood by Dr Desmond Pond, and then Professor Hill and Dr Cobb deal with the clinical application of the techniques, and their interpretation. A welcome and essential addition is an account of the techniques of direct recording from the brain at operation by Dr John Bates of the Medical Research Council. The present volume will have an even wider circulation than its predecessor. London &c.: Oxford University Pressfor the Nuffield Foundation 1963 It is clear that with the coming of sulphonamides, antibiotics and antituberculous drugs the whole pattern of disease in childhood has drastically changed in the last twenty-five years. It is now increasingly rare to see cases of severe chest diseaseempyema, bronchiectasis, pulmonary tuberculosisand no longer are children admitted with such surgical conditions as bilateral mastoiditis and chronic osteomyelitis. Now children for tonsillectomy and accident cases fill an increasingly large number of beds; while more beds are now wanted for heart operations, congenital deformities, immaturity, and plastic surgery, which will continue to need all the resources of highly specialized centres. The authors conclude that no children's department should contain fewer than 40 beds, which they consider the minimum likely to provide interesting work for doctors and nurses alike. General practitioners have potent new drugs at their disposal, and the reports from four doctors in general practice (chapter 2) show that they now refer children to hospital only in serious emergencies, and that most children can be dealt with adequately either as out-patients, or day patients, especially if the general practitioners have easy access to full X-ray and pathological facilities. The book emphasizes the psychological damage that can be inflicted on children, particularly those between the ages of 1 and 3, by inpatient treatment, and recognizes that in-patient treatment should always be as brief as possible; that long-stay hospital treatment, though necessary in some cases of poliomyelitis, severe burns, and bone injuries, deprives a child of much that he needs for his emotional development. The advantages of admitting mothers into hospital with their children are discussed, together with architectural plans for children's wards adopted in this country and abroad, stressing such features as ventilation, light, heating and the control of noise. All conclusions are supported by detailed statistical tables. JOHN 'UFAW' means little to those not involved with laboratory animals and what meaning it has may be tinged with a suspicion of sentiment. Books on pain, too, are so often either about the abstract philosophical and religious aspects, or about cold, anatomical and neurophysiological experimentation, that the general reader might well be gently repelled by the sight of this book. It is, in fact, a remarkable document. UFAW proposed a symposium, to be held in 1961 in London, on how pain might be assessed and avoided in animals, based on the study of pain and its assessment in man. The result is a comprehensive, up-to-date survey of pain in its broadest anatomical, physiological and psychological aspects, ranging from the vocabulary and historical concepts of pain which have influenced its scientific study, through the visible and measurable peripheral mechanisms, to the central mechanisms and psychological aspects, ending with the practical problems of assessment of pain in man and animals. The dearth of our knowledge of the physiology of these psychological processes becomes evident, however.
Throughout much of the symposium there is a command of language and thought and a remarkable blending in of a depth of understanding of the human problem that is both satisfying and stimulating. The standard of editing is high, and, with few exceptions, the papers are easy to read. The book is well produced and unusually good value for money. It is a book for any serious general medical reader who wishes to broaden his understanding of pain as a human clinical, as well as a laboratory, problem. This book is 'designed for those organizing casualty departments, for casualty officers and for general practitioners working in isolated conditions who feel that their work could be better organized'.
The 'casualty' is defined as an unannounced patient. The department described and planned is to treat patients who may arrive during the times when normal out-patients are not in session, e.g. after hours, during weekends. There is no suggestion that attendances should be restricted in any way or that any attempt should be made to segregate the clinical material so that a higher standard of treatment can be applied.
It is suggested that the department should deal with accidents and injuries on a twenty-four-hour basis. The association between the casualty department and the accident service is not made clear though the impression is given that the author considers the two to be synonymous. The fractures and dislocations are dealt with in 15 pages, one-third less than the space devoted to 'Gynecology in Casualty'. The division of fractures and dislocations into those which are safe or unsafe for the casualty officer to treat is an interesting one. It is not clear whether this means safe for the casualty officer or the patient.
There is in this the suggestion that much work might be done in Casualty which, certainly in a teaching hospital, would be referred to the appropriate department. There is much useful information relative to emergencies of all kinds,
